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M E M O R A N D U M

	To:	Sherry Esguerra, RN ,Clinic Manager
		St. Joseph Hospital Renal Center,   #050069

	From:	Lisle Mukai, QI Coordinator

	Subject:	Immunization Mailing

	Date:	September 18, 2009

	As the flu season approaches I would like to remind everyone to start planning for this year’s flu season. Because our patient population is at an increased risk for complications please inform your patients about the importance of receiving the flu vaccine annually. I have enclosed a 2009-2010 Seasonal Influenza Vaccine Pocket Information Guide and a Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccination Pocket Guide as a tool/resource for your facility. You can download the Vaccination Information Statement for the 2009-2010 Influenza Season and the Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine from the Immunization Action Coalition website address listed below.

This year we have an additional concern with the novel H1N1 influenza. Enclosed please find information regarding the novel H1N1 influenza.
· California Department of Public Health Letter regarding resources available for Californians
· CDC Press Release: The CDC & ACIP Recommendations for use of vaccine against novel influenza A (H1N1)
· MMWR: Use of Influenza A (H1N1) 2009 Monovalent Vaccine (Recommendations)
· CMS: Billing for the Administration of the Influenza A (H1N1) Virus Vaccine

In addition, under the new Conditions for Coverage (CfC), your facility’s Quality Assessment and Performance Improvement (QAPI) program “must develop recommendations and action plans to promote immunizations”. I am enclosing the Vaccination Toolkit developed by the Forum of ESRD Networks’ Medical Advisory Council (MAC) to “provide facilities with a ready-made toolkit for the initiation and documentation of QAPI projects, with the goal of increasing immunization rates for influenza, pneumococcal disease, and hepatitis B among dialysis patients.” This toolkit should help facilities develop a program to meet this new CfC requirement. Electronic documents are available on the Network website at www.esrdnetwork18.org. 

As always, please keep a record of all vaccinations given at your facility and track vaccinations received outside of your facility. As a part of the Patient Assessment an immunization history must be included. A survey will be conducted at the end of the flu season to assess facility’s immunization rate for the 2009-2010 flu season, and to learn if there have been improvements in the immunization rate for Hepatitis B and Pneumococcal. 

	You can find Vaccine Information Statements (VIS) (required by law to provide prior to immunizing the patient) on the Immunization Action Coalition website at: http://www.immunize.org/vis. Please check the website for available VIS in other languages.
· Inactivated Influenza Vaccine 2009-2010 Vaccine Information Statement (8/11/09)
· Hepatitis B Vaccine (7/18/07)
· Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine (4/16/09)

Should you have any questions, please contact me at the Network office at (323) 962-2020 or via e-mail at lmukai@nw18.esrd.net. Thank you for continuing to promote immunization for our vulnerable ESRD population.
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