[image: image1.jpg]Southern California
Renal Disease Councll

INCORPORATED







ESRD Network 18
ESRD Network 18


M E M O R A N D U M


To:
Facility Social Workers

From:
Lana Kacherova, QI Director

Lisle Mukai, QI Coordinator


Subject:
Promoting Transplant Referral

Date:
August 3, 2009
The Interpretive Guidelines outlining the 2008 ESRD Conditions for Coverage (494.80, V513) state “The interdisciplinary team (IDT) comprehensive assessment must demonstrate that each patient is evaluated for suitability for transplantation referral, using selection criteria provided by the transplant center.  Selection criteria vary among transplant centers; if the dialysis facility refers patients to multiple transplant centers, the dialysis facility should have the selection criteria for each center on file and available to patients; patients are free to select a transplant center other than the ones normally utilized by the dialysis facilities for referrals”.
Our recent communication with Southern California dialysis facilities showed that the transplant referral process varied among facilities and that there was a need to have selection criteria for the local transplant programs.  The Network Quality Improvement Team, Medical Review Board (MRB) Transplant Subcommittee and Transplant facilities worked together to develop the “Selection Criteria for Kidney Transplant Programs in Southern California”.  We are excited to distribute this information to you in the hopes that this information will assist your inter-disciplinary team (IDT) in meeting requirements of the new ESRD Conditions for Coverage and streamline the transplant referral processes in your facility.
Some of the documents presented in this package are also available in the 2008 Quality Improvement Manual (Section 3, pages 156 – 166). The package is also available on the Network website at www.esrdnetwork18.org  Please let us know if there are any other information or materials you would like to have to better assist your patients.  We always welcome your comments and suggestions for improvement, as well as success stories to share with the community. In addition, the Network would like to thank all the authors of the materials enclosed. 

As always, it is a pleasure to provide technical assistance to our ESRD providers and beneficiaries.  Together we can make a difference!
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