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Medical Review Board Statement

Dialysis/Transplant Information Exchange
The Medical Review Board of ESRD Network 18 recommends implementation of the following steps to improve communication between dialysis facilities and transplant centers to facilitate the transplant referral process.

From dialysis units (nephrologists) to transplant programs:
1. With the initial referral to the transplant program, all pertinent clinical information that has already been done.  i.e.  H & P, X-rays, laboratory, etc.

2. Notification to the transplant program of any of the following changes of those patients on the waiting list:

a. Patient moved out of area

b. Patient’s death

c. Any major change of physical condition.  i.e. CVA or major surgery.

d. Insurance changes.

e. Any significant psychosocial changes.

3. Early referral to transplant program with any transplant organ dysfunction. 

From transplant program to dialysis unit (nephrologists):
1. Regular reports on the status of the patient with the transplant program.  i.e. finished consultation phase, transplant work-up phase, listed (active vs. in-active), not a candidate, transplanted.

2. Results of clinical testing from the transplant work-up. (i.e. cardiac, G.I., neurological testing, laboratory results, psychosocial evaluation, etc.)
3. Comprehensive report after the transplant before the patient returns to the nephrologists.

Note:  Since every transplant center and dialysis unit are unique, one point of needed clarification is who is primarily responsible for ordering and obtaining the results of the transplant work-up?  Is it the transplant program, dialysis unit, nephrologists, or a combination of these?  The Medical Review Board suggests that your facility communicates with your corresponding transplant center(s) regarding it and complete forms and return them to the requesting party in a timely manner.
Below are the examples of communication elements that are utilized by transplant centers to maintain accurate/updated status of the patient on the transplant waitlist.









Mission Statement

To provide leadership and assistance to renal dialysis and transplant facilities in a manner

that supports continuous improvement in patient care, outcomes, safety and satisfaction.
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