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	On April 26, 2009, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Declared a Public Health Emergency in the United States.  Below is the latest FEMA Update as of April 27, 2009, 7:55 am PST:  Swine Influenza - USA



As of 7:00 p.m. EDT Sunday, April 26, the Center of Disease Control and Prevention confirmed 40 human cases of Swine Influenza A H1N1: seven (7) in California, two (2) in Texas, twenty eight (28) in New York, two (2) in Kansas, and one (1) in Ohio. All cases have displayed relatively mild symptoms, and no deaths have been reported. The virus appears to be treatable with antiviral drugs. CDC has issued a Traveler's Health Alert Notice, stressing the need to be aware of the illness, take precautions against making contact with ill individuals, avoiding others if you feel ill, and seeking medical attention if necessary. No additional limitations have been imposed on travel between the U.S. and Mexico borders. CDC is monitoring epidemiological patterns of transmission and working with the World Health Organization (WHO), Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and State health officials in investigating the outbreak. (HHS SOC April 26, DHS Leadership Brief April 26)


Swine flu is a respiratory disease of pigs caused by type A influenza that regularly causes outbreaks of influenza among pigs.  Swine flu viruses do not normally infect humans; however, human infections with swine flu do occur, and cases of human-to-human spread of swine flu viruses have been documented. Please share this information as applicable within your organizations/practices.  For information on swine flu, visit www.cdc.gov/swineflu  


At this time we would like all dialysis and transplant facilities in Network 18 to update their emergency plans and educate patients.  Please see the attached fact sheet developed by the Kidney Community Emergency Coalition (KCER):  Pandemic Preparedness:   Most Important Things to Know.  This document and other helpful resources can be found on the Network 18 website at www.esrdnetwork18.org  under Pandemic Flu section. The 2008 QI Manual also has a designated section on emergency preparedness ( Section III, pages 115 – 155)  The Manual is also available on the Network 18 website.


Thank you for your immediate attention to this important patient safety issue.  We will keep you updated on this as development occurs.  Please contact the Network if you have any patients with this diagnosis. 

Please Cc:
Steven Preston, Project Officer, CMS RO X
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